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shrank from no crime, and who protected themselves
by professing that they were inspired ; who were ever
ready to rebuke the vices of others, while being, at
the same time, far more vicious themselves. And
their hatred for everything- which they considered as
worldly, led them to attack all pleasures, however
harmless ; to consider gay clothing as a mark of the
u sons of perdition," and to restrict social inter-
course, until the most riotous amusement was a
prayer-meeting and the family circle was regulated
like a camp. -

With two parties so vehemently opposed to one
another not only in their political aims, but in their
whole train of thought, excesses were inevitable. As
Charles was convinced that absolute power was given
him by the Deity, so his opponents conceived it to
be a religious duty to exterminate u the enemies of
the Lord " ; they imagined that to them, as to the
Israelites of old, the Divine command had gone forth
u to slay and spare not." And when they declared
that the execution of Charles, for example, was
ordered by Providence, they were not necessarily, or
even probably, hypocrites ; rather, they believed
what they said and acted from the highest possible
motives. And in this way, the death of I,and, which
was really an act of useless and senseless cruelty, was
undoubtedly regarded by its authors as a just punish-
ment for one who had been a ready instrument in the
hands of Satan to vex the children of God. The
Puritans not only sought the guidance of Heaven in
every event, however trivial ; they considered them-
selves to be under the especial protection of the